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edectic mish-mash. The subtlest and acutest hypothesis
in his hands somehow becomes clumsy and shoddy.
Science's most vital discoveries recounted by him seem
grey and linen-draperish. Can there ever have been a
man accepted seriously as a thinker, who showed so
litde capacity not merely for original but even for dear
and logical thought? Wells might have occupied a
position similar to that of the Encyclopaedists. But the
Encyclopaedists were bourgeois in an age of bourgeois
revolution. They belonged to the dynamic force of
society. They were part of its structure, one of the vital
levers in the machine, not like Wells part of what is not
even a dying class but the fluff broken off that class in its
operation* Therefore these Encyclopaedists had a per-
fectly dear and definite world-view. It was a real world
they lived in, and whose structure they knew from in-
side. All the contemporary discoveries they popularised
were fitted into a coherent real frame. Wells had nothing
in which to fit them ; hence the characteristic Wellsian
muddle.
It is a strange and in a way pathetic illusion this of
Wells, that by forsaking art, science and action for
* propaganda *, he can change the world. We can see
its genesis, how it arose necessarily from the circum-
stances of his ascent from die petit bourgeois hell and his
abandonment of science and art. It takes shape in the
typical bourgeois error, the error that thought is prior
and moves the world and that if only people would see
reason, (while the capitalist machine remorsely constrains
tfadr every movemeot) they wouM act rightly.
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